Letter from Mary Jane Harris to Emily Harris, December 13, year unknown by Harris, Mary Jane

Transcription:
/ E Plainfield Dec 13th
My dear E
I rec’d yours of the 24th
Ult and should have answered it 
sooner, but have been excedingly busy
of late which has been the greatest hin-
-drance, I rec’d a letter from Leander 
a few days before yours, and I cant 
tell you what a load of anxiety it 
removed from my mind, but still I 
feel anxious all the time about them 
But they are in the hands of God & 
he will do what is right, You wrote 
that he ^L had sent you money which
you had’nt rec’d, I feel anxious to 
know if you have got it yet, hope 
I shall learn soon, It seems very cruel 
that such a state of things exist 
Elmer has sent money lately but 
we have not got it and there is doubts
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if it ever does ^come Now the loss of 
the money does’nt trouble me, as the 
circumstances attending it, I could 
tell ^you all about it but it would take
too much time, We sent a box to Elmer 
about thanksgiving time but have’nt 
heard from him yet, I do’nt express 
my fears, but if I allowed myself to 
worry and borrow trouble I should be 
apt to now, but my desires are contin-
ually unto God that all things may 
be overruled for our best good. 
I’m very glad to hear that you go 
to meeting so frequently, hope you 
will be benefitted thereby, Dear 
E let me know if you dont think 
an interest in Christ is more to be 
desired than all else beside, O if I 
could know that you and L were stri-
ving to sereve [severe] God I should feel
satisfied, O Emily there is a precious 
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reality in religion notwithstanding 
its professors do err so often
Sabbath morning 15th
I was interrupted in while writing
and left to finish this morning 
Since writing the above we have rec’d 
a letter from Elmer saying he has’nt 
rec’d our box nor a letter for three weeks
suspects they are intercepted to prevent 
his learning about his money, For one 
I will hope it is not so bad as that 
and hope we shall learn the facts in 
case before long, But O what a re-
lief it is to my mind to hear that 
he still lives and is well, __ I rec’d
a letter from Joseph [most*] two weeks 
ago, was well and said they expected 
to leave Manchester in a few weeks 
It is a great comfort to hear from my 
children especially those that have 
gone to this cruel war, and may be 
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never to return, Yet I hope 
to see them all again in this life
but if not I will continue to pray 
that we may all meet at the right 
hand of God where parting will no 
more come, ---- You spoke about my 
visiting you this winter, but it looks 
more doubtful every day, yet such 
things do not trouble me as they once 
did for I think my bump of hope 
is quite large, But confidence in 
an allwise overruling hand is my great-
est quiescent __ I have written twice 
to Leander hope I shall get another 
from him soon, please tell him when 
you write it will be a great comfort 
to hear from him often, Hope you 
will write often as is convenient that 
I may hear from him through you
My sheet is full so I must stop 
Much love to all From your Mother
